MICROBIOLOGY (for Non-science Majors) - BIOL 2420
Fall 2016, Instructor: Terry Johnson, Office: 441F Science Bldg, Phone: 254-968-9687
Email: tjohnson@tarleton.edu ,
Office Hrs: M&W 9:45am-10:45am, T&R 10:00am-11:00am, or by appt.
Lecture: T&Th 8:00-9:15am, HUM 117; Lab: T&Th, SCI 328


Course Description: A survey of the microorganisms, their environments, and their interactions with multicellular organisms, particularly humans. The course concentrates on the microorganisms which are pathogenic to humans, the diseases they cause, treatments for the diseases, and the prevention of those diseases.  The lab will allow for observation and hands-on experience in the techniques of cultivation, proper handling, control of growth, and use of microorganisms.
Prerequisites: 8 credit hours of laboratory sciences. 
NOTE: This course does NOT satisfy the Microbiology course requirement for Pre-Med/Pre-Vet majors!


Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of the lecture, students will:
1. Describe distinctive characteristics and diverse growth requirements of prokaryotic organisms compared to eukaryotic organisms. 

2. Describe characteristics of microbial growth.

3. Distinguish between mechanisms of physical and chemical agents to control microbial populations. 

4. Explain the unique characteristics of bacterial metabolism and bacterial genetics. 

5. Compare characteristics and replication of acellular infectious agents (viruses and prions) with characteristics and reproduction of cellular infectious agents (prokaryotes and eukaryotes).

6. Describe functions of host defenses and the immune system in combating infectious diseases and explain how immunizations protect against specific diseases. 

7. Explain transmission and virulence mechanisms of cellular and acellular infectious agents.
Upon successful completion of the lab, students will:

1. Use and comply with laboratory safety rules, procedures, and universal precautions. 

2. Demonstrate proficient use of a compound light microscope. 

3. Describe and prepare widely used stains and wet mounts, and discuss their significance in identification of microorganisms. 

4. Perform basic microbiology procedures using aseptic techniques for transfer, isolation and observation of commonly encountered, clinically significant bacteria.

5. Use different types of bacterial culture media to grow, isolate, and identify microorganisms. 

6. Perform basic bacterial identification procedures using biochemical tests. 

7. Estimate the number of microorganisms in a sample using methods such as direct counts, viable plate counts, or spectrophotometric measurements. 

8. Demonstrate basic identification protocols based on microscopic morphology of some common fungi and parasites. 



REQUIRED FOR COURSE:

Internet access: for Blackboard. Computer labs with internet access are located on campus. Blackboard Mobile Learn is a free app for iOS or Android device.
Clicker with User License: by Turning Technologies (Support: 1-866-746-3015): 
· You need ONE of the following Models: ResponseCard NXT, RCXR-03 OR 
QT1 Device, RCQR-01 OR QT2 Device, RCQR02-CLOUD-12-S

· All students must purchase a Clicker and bring it to every class.  Clickers will be required for taking assessments, exams, and for participating in other classroom activities.  If you show up to class without your clicker, you are encouraged to remain in class and learn, but you will not be able to participate in submitting answers through the clicker system, which will negatively affect your grade.

· Before registering your clicker as instructed below, obtain a User License from instructor. Use the License from your instructor for clicker registration. If you purchase a new clicker, it will come with an additional License that you can use after the License from your instructor expires.

Account Setup/Clicker Registration: Click on the link called “Turning Cloud Account Registration” in Blackboard to set up your account and register your Clicker. Use the License from your instructor for clicker registration. For instructions on how to complete registration, click on the link “TP Cloud_ Student Registration Instructions” in Blackboard.
· All students must register into this new TP Cloud, even if you have registered a clicker in Blackboard before during previous semesters.

· Failure to accurately register your clicker, and/or failure to use the clicker you are registered and licensed for in Blackboard during class, will prevent submission of your answers in class and result in a grade of Zero for Assessments and Exams.
· Source for clickers: Campus Bookstore OR direct from the Turning Tech online store: when you setup your account, there is a link to the ‘online store’ within your profile. If you elect to purchase directly from the Turning Tech store, choose 2-Day shipping to ensure timely arrival.
· What happens if I do not register my license code properly in my Turning Point account? The clicker software will leave a blank in the Blackboard for that grade, and Blackboard is set to automatically assign “Zeroes” for any blanks.

· What happens if I do not register my Device ID# properly in my Turning Point account? The clicker software will leave a blank in the Blackboard for that grade, and Blackboard is set to automatically assign “Zeroes” for any blanks.
· What happens if I switch clickers with another student in the same class? The clicker software will assign your grade to the other student, and vice versa, because it recognizes and assigns users based on the Device ID#’s.
· What happens if I borrow a different clicker than the one that I am registered for? The clicker software will not recognize you, will think you are absent, and will assign a Zero for your grade.

· What happens if I try to register using another student’s computer or phone? The other student’s Device ID# will be assigned to your account and cause conflicts, resulting in the clicker software assigning “Zeroes” for both students’ grades.

· What happens if the same Device ID# is registered to more than one student’s account? The Device ID#’s will create a conflict, resulting in the clicker software assigning “Zeroes” for both students’ grades.
· What happens if I do not show up to class? The clicker software will automatically assign a “Zero” for any student who is not present to submit answers through the clicker.
Microbiology Lab Manual: Latest edition, by Janice Speshock; see campus bookstore; Needed on the first day of your lab!   
Textbook: Hardcover or e-Text (recommended reading): Microbiology, an Introduction.  12th edition, Tortora, Funke, & Case, Pearson. ISBN-13: 978-0-321-92915-0 and ISBN-10:0-321-92915-2.
Financial Assistance: If you need assistance with purchasing a clicker or other required course materials, you may contact the Financial Aid office. Short-term loans may be available. No excuses will be accepted, including financial reasons, for not purchasing required materials.



Grades: Posted in Blackboard.  Letter grades correspond to your average score as follows: 
A = 90 – 100; B = 80 – 89; C = 70 – 79; D = 60 – 69; F = 0 – 59
Your overall final grade in this course is a combination of your grades in class and lab, as follows:  

* 15% = Class Clicker Assessments (lowest 3 Assessment grades dropped)
* 35% = 3 Class Exams

* 25% = Lab
* 25% = Comprehensive Final Exam [Required, NO MAKEUP for the Final Exam (no exceptions)!]


Clicker Assessments: Assessments will be given every class period and will consist of timed questions. Assessments will normally cover either the previous day’s class material, or the current day’s material. Please ask me in advance before each class if you are unsure about what material to prepare for in order to do well on the Assessment. You must submit your Assessment answers in class using your clicker.  If you do not bring your clicker to class, you will receive a Zero for all Assessments given during that class period.

There are NO MAKEUPS for missed Assessments.  NO EXCEPTIONS OR EXCUSES!  However, the lowest 3 Assessment grades will be dropped.

Homework (Blackboard Online components): 
Recent research has shown that, since much of college students’ learning is done outside of the classroom regardless of teaching methods used, the classroom period is most efficiently spent assessing the students’ understanding of material that was previously introduced to the students BEFORE class. Thus, this class partially implements this modern model known as the “flipped classroom”. Emphasis is placed on the students preparing for lectures and class ahead of time by attempting to learn at least the highlights of the material before lecture.
So homework consists of reading and becoming familiar with the highlights of the online text chapter notes PRIOR to class. Preparing before class will help you understand the class lecture better and perform well on the TIMED in-class Assessments. Homework may also consist of submitting online “outside-of-class assessments” electronically by the assigned due dates/times.

NOTE: To access all online course materials electronically in a timely manner may require you to utilize computer resources while on campus, to ensure that working computer hardware and internet access is available.

NO LATE ASSESSMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR ANY REASON!

Attendance and Classroom Policies:

1) Attendance and punctuality is required.  Missing or being late to class may negatively affect your grade.  I will drop a maximum of 3 Zeros for Assessment grades, but no more, regardless of excuse for any absences.  So save these 3 “freebies” for real unexpected emergencies!
2) Please remain attentive and quiet unless given permission to speak.  Talking during class is both rude and distractive to the instructor AND to the students around you.
3) All electronic devices should only be used for class purposes, or otherwise turned off and out of sight.

4) You must bring your clicker with batteries installed, extra spare AAA batteries, paper & pencil, and chapter notes to every class, and participate in all classroom activities as instructed. You are encouraged to bring additional resources such as your cell phone, a laptop, or other electronic device for web access to the in-class Assessments, etc.   It is VERY IMPORTANT that you bring your clicker and spare batteries to EVERY class, including Exam days!

5) If you must leave class early, inform the instructor before class begins.

6) You must take regularly scheduled exams on the same date/time as they are scheduled for your registered class time.

*Anyone in violation of classroom policies may lose points for lack of participation, have points deducted from final course average, and/or be dismissed from the course with a grade of "F".


Class Exam Make-ups: 

Except for the Final Exam for which there is NO makeup, if you miss a Class Exam or arrive late on an Exam day, you may only make up any Class Exam(s) you miss for a University authorized absence or tardy.  All make-up exams must be scheduled with the instructor within 24 hours of missing the exam. The date and time of any makeup exam will be scheduled by the instructor, and may be scheduled, but not necessarily, on a date/time near the end of the session/semester.  Pursuant to the University Catalog, you are responsible for providing evidence to substantiate the reason for any absence or tardy.  Evidence of a University authorized absence or tardy will be required and authenticated prior to my authorizing a make-up exam.  Make-up exams are normally more difficult than regular exams and may be in essay format, so be prepared to write!  It is highly recommended that you avoid missing, or arriving late, to any regularly scheduled exams.

LABS:
· Lab assignments:  There will be 11 lab assignment grades (Temp and Gram stain labs will count at one grade).  These assignments are found in your lab manual, and will be graded on completeness, correctness, and legibility. The lab assignment portion of your labs will comprise 75% of your overall lab grade.  (Your lowest lab assignment score will be dropped.) Labs will not be accepted unless they are on the worksheets from the lab manual.  If there is a problem obtaining the manual, inform me ASAP.  No late assignments will be accepted for any reason.  Come to lab prepared by reading the exercise prior to attending lab.  It will help with understanding the lab material and with timely assignment completion.
· NO Lab Makeups are available, NO EXCEPTIONS!, REGARDLESS OF EXCUSE FOR ABSENCES! However, I drop your lowest lab worksheet grade to accommodate for emergencies.
· Lab regulations: The materials that you are using in lab, i.e. microorganisms, are inherently dangerous. Safety is of upmost importance. Also, the lab room may never exceed the safe capacity of the maximum number of students (32) allowed in the lab. Rules and regulations will be stated clearly and frequently, and must be adhered to. Failure to follow rules/directions will result in loss of points on your lab assignments, or your removal from lab and/or the course. 
· Some labs will be completed the same day as the lab exercise and the worksheet due during your lab session. If you do not complete the lab when due and turn in your worksheet by the end of that day’s lab, you will receive a Zero for the lab. NO EXCEPTIONS! 
· For several labs, you will be required to check results and turn in your worksheet the following day during the times allowed (microbes need more than 2 hours to grow!).  If you want to know which labs these are, check your manual!  
· Tuesday labs: You must attend Tuesday lab at the time you are scheduled.  For labs that require incubations, you have between 8:30am-12:30pm and 3pm-5pm on Wednesdays, or 9:15am-10:00am on Thursdays to check your results and hand in your worksheet.  (The incubators will be cleared and all cultures disposed of by 10:00am Thursday, in preparation for the next lab.)

· Do not go into the lab at times not designated, such as on Wednesday 12:30-3pm, because other labs such as immunology labs are active at that time.
· Thursday labs: You must attend Thursday lab at the time you are scheduled.  For labs that require incubations, you have between 8am-4pm on Fridays to check your results and hand in your worksheet. (The incubators will be cleared and all cultures disposed of by 4:00pm Friday, as the cultures will not be useable if left over for the weekend.)

· Things to keep in mind when checking lab results:

· If the lab is already full of students, you may be required to wait until a few clear out.  Checking your results should usually not take more than 5-10 minutes.

· YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE for ensuring that you have allowed yourself enough time to observe your lab results by the deadline. This means you should schedule enough time to accommodate for the possibility of having to wait in line if a high number of students show up at one time. (Recommendation: Don’t wait until the last minute. For example, if you have a Tuesday lab, observe your lab results on Wednesdays if possible, to avoid a stampede of students trying to finish up right after lecture on Thursdays between 9:15am-10:00am.)

· Make sure that you know your course number and section number of your lab as this will be very important in keeping everything straight. For any items you place in the incubator, make sure you label them in the following format:“your initials-course#-section#-seat#”.
· Identification of “Unknowns” Lab: Near the end of the semester, one of the labs will require identification of unknown bacterial isolates. Accurate identification of each isolate is required for credit.  There is no credit for simply attempting to identify these isolates.  Inaccurate identification will result in no points for that isolate. However, if you have developed good aseptic and microscopic techniques in the lab, correct identification should not be difficult. 
· Lab exams:  There will be 2 timed lab exams, given during lab time (see lab schedule for lab exam dates).  These exams will consists of fill-in-the-blank or short answer questions. Your Lab Exam average will comprise 25% of your overall lab grade.
· LAB ATTENDANCE/PUNCTUALITY REQUIRED: Labs provide valuable experience and comprise 25% of your course grade. Due to the tedious preparation required for each lab, the high number of students attending labs, and important safety guidelines, YOU MUST ATTEND THE LAB SECTION YOU ARE REGISTERED FOR, AND YOU MUST BE ON TIME (to hear instructions) or you will not be allowed to attend lab. IF YOU DO NOT COMPLETE A LAB AND TURN IN THE REQUIRED LAB WORKSHEET AT THE TIME IT IS DUE, or IF YOU DO NOT HAVE YOUR LAB MANUAL, YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZERO FOR THE LAB. (However, your lowest lab grade will be dropped.)

IF YOU HAVE OTHER OBLIGATIONS THAT WILL PREVENT YOU FROM ATTENDING THE LAB SECTION YOU ARE REGISTERED FOR, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOU EITHER CANCEL THE OTHER OBLIGATIONS IF POSSIBLE, OR TAKE THIS COURSE AT A LATER TIME.
· Final lab grade = 25% of your overall course grade.


Academic Honesty:
Tarleton State University expects its students to maintain high standards of personal and scholarly conduct.  Students guilty of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary action.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on an exam or other academic work, plagiarism (submitting another person’s materials or ideas as one’s own), collusion (a secret understanding between two or more persons to gain something illegally), doing work for another person who will receive academic credit, the use of unauthorized books, notebooks, or other sources in order to secure or give help during an examination, the unauthorized copying of examinations, assignments, reports, or term papers, and the abuse of resource materials.  The faculty member is responsible for initiating action for each case of academic dishonesty that occurs in his/her class.  Disciplinary action may be taken beyond the academic discipline administered by the faculty member who teaches the course in which the cheating took place.  Cheating can get you dismissed from the university, and is definitely not worth the chance!
*Any student who is caught with more than one clicker in his/her possession during class will be removed from the class, receive an “F” for the course, and will be reported to Academic Affairs!
See also: http://www.tarleton.edu/STULIFE/studentrules/academic-rules.html


Announcements: Will be made in Blackboard or in class. Check your Blackboard & Email every day. 


Disability Accommodations:

It is the policy of Tarleton State University to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act and other applicable laws. If you are a student with a disability seeking accommodations for this course, please contact the Center for Access and Academic Testing, at 254.968.9400 or caat@tarleton.edu. The office is located in Math 201. More information can be found at www.tarleton.edu/caat, in the University Catalog, or at www.ada.gov.

Tentative Lecture Schedule:
*** = See omissions listed for these chapters
Throughout course: Overview of Microbial Diseases: Ch 21-26

   TUESDAY
   THURSDAY            TUESDAY           THURSDAY
	Aug 30

(30 mins) – Class Orientation/Syllabus

(45 mins) – Ch. 1 - The Microbial World & You (1st 12 slides)

	Sep 1

Ch. 1 - The Microbial World and You (Slides 13-52)

	Sep 6

Ch. 1 - The Microbial World and You (Slides 53-62)

Ch. 3 - Observing Microorganisms - Microscope ***
Assessment – 

Ch. 3
	Sep 8

Ch. 4, Part 1 (thru “Cell Walls and the Gram Stain Mechanism”) - Prokaryotic, Eukaryotic Cell Anatomy
Assessment – 

Ch. 4, Part 1

	Sep 13
Ch. 4, Part 2 - Prokaryotic, Eukaryotic Cell Anatomy
Assessment – 

Ch. 4, Part 2
	Sep 15
Ch. 5, Part 1 (thru “Glycolysis” - Metabolism ***
Assessment – 

Ch. 5, Part 1
	Sep 20 
Ch. 5, Part 2 - Metabolism 

Assessment –

Ch. 5, Part 2

	Sep 22

Class Exam 1 

(Ch. 1,3,4,5)

	Sep 27

Ch. 6, Part 1 – Growth
Assessment – 

Ch. 6, Part 1

	Sep 29

(30 mins) Ch. 6, Part 2 – Growth
Assessment -     

Ch. 6, Part 2

(30 mins) Ch. 8, Start Part 1 - Genetics
	Oct 4 
(30 mins) Ch. 8, Finish Part 1 - Genetics

Assessment -     

Ch. 8, Part 1
(30 mins) Ch. 8,  Start Part 2 - Genetics
	Oct 6

(15 mins) Ch. 8, Finish Part 2 - Genetics

Assessment -     

Ch. 8, Part 2
(30 mins) – Ch. 13 – Viruses



	Oct 11

(45 mins) – Ch. 13 – Viruses
Assessment -     

Ch. 13

(15 mins) – Ch. 9 -Biotechnology and DNA technology
	Oct 13

Ch. 9 -Biotechnology and DNA technology

Assessment -     

Ch. 9
	Oct 18

Ch. 7, Part 1 –

Control of growth
Assessment – 

Ch. 7, Part 1

	Oct 20

Ch. 7, Part 2 –

Control of growth
Assessment – 

Ch. 7, Part 2

	Oct 25

Class Exam 2 

(Ch. 6,7,8, 9,13)


	Oct 27 

(40 mins) Ch. 10 – Classification
Assessment -     

Ch. 10

(20 mins) – Ch. 11 - Prokaryotes 
	Nov 1

Ch. 12, Part 1 - Eukaryotes: Fungi, Algae
Assessment – 

Ch. 12, Part 1
	Nov 3
Ch. 12, Part 2 - Eukaryotes: Protozoa, Helminths
Assessment – 

Ch. 12, Part 2

	Nov 8
Ch. 14, Part 1, Start Part 2 - Disease and Epidemiology
Assessment – 

Ch. 14, Part 1
	Nov 10
(40 mins) Ch. 14, Finish Part 2 - Disease and Epidemiology
Assessment – 

Ch. 14, Part 2

(20 mins) Ch. 15 - 

Mechanisms of Pathogenicity
	Nov 15
Finish Ch. 15 - 

Mechanisms of Pathogenicity
Assessment – 

Ch. 15
	Nov 17
Class Exam 3 

(Ch. 10,11,12, 14, 15)


	Nov 22
Ch. 16 - Innate Immunity
Assessment – 

Ch. 16
	Nov 24
NO CLASS

HAPPY

THANKSGIVING!
	Nov 29
Ch. 17-19 - Adaptive Immunity, Applications,

Disorders
Assessment – 

Ch. 17-19
	Dec 1
Ch. 20, Part 1 - Antimicrobial drugs 
Assessment –

Ch. 20, Part 1


	Dec 6
LAST CLASS DAY

Ch. 20, Part 2 - Antimicrobial drugs 
Assessment –

Ch. 20, Part 2
	Dec 13, Tuesday, 8:00am-10:30am 

Humanities Room 117

Final Exam – (Comprehensive-NO MAKEUPS!!!)




***Omissions and modifications of textbook material with lectures:
Ch. 3 = 

OMIT these sections: Phase-Contrast Microscopy, Differential Interference Contrast Microscopy, Confocal, Two-Photon, Scanning Acoustic, Transmission Electron, Scanning Electron, Scanned-Probe
Ch 5 =

OMIT these sections: Ribozymes, Step 1 and 2 under “Glycolysis”, Additional Pathways to Glycolysis, Steps 3-8 under “Cellular Respiration, The “three classes of carrier molecules” and the Steps 1-3 under “The Electron Transport Chain”, Lipid and Protein Catabolism, all paragraphs except the first 2 under “Biochemical Tests and Bacterial Identification”, all the rest of the chapter omitted beginning with “A Summary of Energy Production Mechanisms”
Ch 6 = 

INCLUDE material in the section “Metabolic Diversity among Organisms” in Ch. 5.

Lab Schedule:
Week of:

Lab Name:




Lab number:
8-29


No lab

9-5


Lab safety/Microscopy


Appendices/Lab 1

9-12


Pure Culture




Lab 2

9-19


Temp & Gram stain


Labs 5 & 6

9-26


Metabolism




Lab 9

10-3


Selective and Differential Media
Lab 11
10-10


Fungi





Lab 4
10-10


Lab Exam 1 (Labs 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 11)

10-17


Motility




Lab 10

10-24


Water





Lab 13

10-31


Serial Dilutions



Lab 7

11-7


Antimicrobial



Lab 8

11-14


Unknown




Lab 14

11-21


No labs – Thanksgiving 

11-28


Lab Exam 2 (Labs 4, 10, 13, 7, 8, 14)



How to succeed in this course:
1. Avoid “cramming” at the last minute; pace yourself, manage your time, and make a regular daily schedule for study time.
2. Expect to spend a minimum of 2 hours of good solid quality study time for every hour you are in class.  This is the general “rule of thumb” for college.
3. Break the material up into smaller sections, and focus on one section at a time.

4. Take short breaks between 15-20 minute study sessions.

5. Get plenty of sleep (but not during class () and eat healthy.

6. Find good, productive study partners.  Drill each other.  Ask each other questions from the notes and material.

7. Re-copy or rewrite the notes in your own words to help you organize and remember.

8. Use all the resources made available to you, including illustrations, YouTube videos, etc., on the web.

9. Get away from and turn off distractions during study sessions, especially electronics, Facebook, etc.  (no place like the library!)

10. Understand that the more you repeat the notes and spend time with the material, the more it is going to sink in.

11. Don’t miss classes or labs!
12. Be confident in your ability to learn this stuff!
13. More help at:

http://www.tarleton.edu/successweb/ssp/index.html
http://www.tarleton.edu/ssp/programs/studyskills.html
You may also contact the Center for Academic Readiness and Success for any information on additional tutoring.



Academic Affairs Core Value Statements
Academic Integrity Statement

Tarleton State University's core values are integrity, leadership, tradition, civility, excellence, and service. Central to these values is integrity, which is maintaining a high standard of personal and scholarly conduct. Academic integrity represents the choice to uphold ethical responsibility for one’s learning within the academic community, regardless of audience or situation.
Academic Civility Statement

Students are expected to interact with professors and peers in a respectful manner that enhances the learning environment. Professors may require a student who deviates from this expectation to leave the face-to-face (or virtual) classroom learning environment for that particular class session (and potentially subsequent class sessions) for a specific amount of time. In addition, the professor might consider the university disciplinary process (for Academic Affairs/Student Life) for egregious or continued disruptive behavior.
Academic Excellence Statement

Tarleton holds high expectations for students to assume responsibility for their own individual learning. Students are also expected to achieve academic excellence by:

• honoring Tarleton’s core values.

• upholding high standards of habit and behavior.

• maintaining excellence through class attendance and punctuality.

• preparing for active participation in all learning experiences.

• putting forth their best individual effort.
• continually improving as independent learners.

• engaging in extracurricular opportunities that encourage personal and academic growth.

• reflecting critically upon feedback and applying these lessons to meet future challenges.
Academic Affairs Service statement

Tarleton faculty, staff, and students are expected to model responsible citizenship through service activities that promote personal and academic growth while enhancing the university, local, regional, national, and global communities. These activities will foster a culture of academic/public engagement that contributes to the achievement of the university’s mission and core values.
Tarleton Policies and Directives
Grade of “F”

Tarleton differentiates between a failed grade in a class because a student never attended (F0 grade), stopped attending at some point in the semester (FX grade), or because the student did not pass the course (F) but attended the entire semester. These grades will be noted on the official transcript. Stopping or never attending class is considered an unofficial withdrawal and can result in the student having to return aid monies received.  For more information see the Tarleton Financial Aid website.
Academic Standards

Tarleton State University expects its students to maintain high standards of personal and scholarly conduct.  Students guilty of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary action.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work, plagiarism, collusion, and the abuse of resource materials, The faculty member is responsible for initiating action for each case of academic dishonesty that occurs in his/her class. 

Teaching and Learning Center


The Teaching and Learning Center (Thompson Student Center, phone 968-9480) frequently offers tutoring at no charge for students desiring extra help.  Other departmental tutors, including the Language Laboratory Assistants, provide tutoring for a small fee.

Disability Services Statement


It is the policy of Tarleton State University to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act and other applicable laws. If you are a student with a disability seeking accommodations for this course, please contact the Center for Access and Academic Testing (CAAT) at 254.968.9400 or caat@tarleton.edu. CAAT is located in Math 201. More information can befound at www.tarleton.edu/caat , in the University Catalog, or at www.ada.gov .

Observation of a Religious Holy Day


Texas House Bill 256 requires institutions of higher education to excuse a student from attending classes or other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of areligious holy day. The student shall also be excused for time necessary to travel. An institution may not penalize the student for the absence and allows for the student to take an exam or complete an assignment from which the student is excused. No prior notification to the instructor is required.

Commitment to Diversity


Our society is diverse and professionals must work comfortably and effectively in that society, as well as in an interdependent global community. This course will examine the implications of this need for a professionally diverse orientation. The Office of Diversity and Inclusion is located in Thompson Student Center room 21 (254-968-9488,

diversity@tarleton.edu, www.tarleton.edu/diversity).
Student Safety and Title IX


You are in college to achieve academic success, but you must feel safe and take care of yourself to reach your full potential. You have the right to pursue your education in a safe environment. Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are civil rights offenses subject to accountability. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, there is help and support on campus. You may seek assistance confidentially through the Student Counseling Center or the Student Health Center. Student Counseling Center: 254-968-9044 (phone is answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week), TSC 212; Student Health Services: 254-968-9271, TSC 212; Title IX Coordinator: 254-968-9754, Admin Annex 1, Room 112; University Police Department: 254-968-9002, located on the backside of Wisdom Gym
